FIRST NATIONS SUMMIT

. RESOLUTION #0807.15

SUBJECT: SUPPORTFORAFIRSTNATIONS LEADERSHIP COUNCIL “CHILD AT THE

CENTRE” CHIEFS’ FORUM

WHEREAS:

A.

In June 2002, in response to a decision of the Province to delegate most functions of
the MCFD to new “blended regional authorities” (fo be established by legislation)
Aboriginal political bodies, includirig the UBCIC, Metis. Nation of BC, United Native
Nations and the First Nations Summit, and delegated service agencies voiced their

_unequivocal rejection of “blended authorities” as they would further entrench a-
legal/policy framework which does notreflectthe Aboriginal peoples' inherentjurisdiction

respecting their children and families. Aboriginal organizations instead supported
“Regional Aboriginal Authorities” and, .in June 2002, the Tsawwassen Accord among
Aboriginal parties was developed. (see First Nations Summit Resolution (#0602.09).

Shortly after the Tsawwassen Accord, a Memorandum of Understanding was éigned
on September 9, 2002 (MOU), between the Aboriginal political organizations and the

" Province, supported by certain Aboriginal service delivery agencies. This MOU

established the Joint Aboriginal Management Committee (JAMC). Provincial and
regional structures and. mechanisms were then developed to develop plans and
legistation for the creation of aboriginal authorities — including five Regional Planning
Committees (“Planning Committees”), a joint Chairs Caucus ("Aboriginal Caucus Chairs”
or “ACC), a secretariat and various working groups and committees.

Over the course of the. past 5 years, a number of JAMC forums have been held to
discuss the regionalization process-and development of Regional Aboriginal Authorities
through the establishment of enabling legislation. Through this, important issues have

been discussed and efforts have been inade to build relationships. A Request for

Legislaﬁo_n was submitted ih August 2007 as a marker for legislation to be introduced
to the provincial Legislature in spring 2008. . :

A number of political developments have occurred within the pastfew years thatprovide
a new political landscape — and new opportunities — for advancing common issues.

. In 2005, the political Executives of the First Nations Summit, Union of BC Indian
Chiefs and BC Assembly of First Nations (the “First Nations Leadership Council’)
sighed on March 17" a Leadership Accord, committing to work together to
formalize a cooperativeworking relationship of the Parties to politically represent
the interests oftFirst Nations in British Columbia and develop strategies and
actions to bring about significant and substantive changes to govemment policy
that will benefit all First Nations in British Columbia.
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RESOLUTION #0907. 15

SUBJECT:

SUPPORT FORAFIRST. NATIONS LEADERSHIP COUNCIL “CHILD AT THE
CENTRE” CHIEFS’ FORUM

tn March 2005 the Provmce and First Nationsin Bl‘lﬂSh Columbia developed the -

New: Relationship VIS[OH agreeing government—to—government relationship

based bn respect, recogmtlon and accommodation of Aboriginal title ahd-rights--

and reconciliation. of co—eXISt[ng titles and Jurisdlctlons The parties:

acknowledged the “historical Aboriginal- -Crown relationship in British Columbia
has givenrisg to the present socio-economic disparity between First Nations and
other British Columbians” and agreed to “work together in this new rélationship
to achieve strong governments social justice and economic self‘sufficiency for.

First Nations that will be of benéfit to all British Columblans and will lead to long-

term economic wablllty

On. May 31, 2005 A Flrst Nations-Federal Crown Pol’;tlcal Accord on the
Recognitign and Impleméntation of First Nation Goverfimehts was elgned

between the Assembly of First Nations- (AFN) on behalf of First Nations, and

Indian and Northern Affairs Canada (INAC) on: behalf of the Government of

Canada. It commtts the parties to work jointly to-promote meaningful processes

for reconciliation and implementation of constitutionally recognized aboriginal

rights with First' Nation Governments to.achieve an improved quality-of life and-
- 1o support pollcy fransformation in other areas of commion mterest

" On November 25,2005, at the conclusion.of the First Mlnlsters Meeting on

Abonglna! Issues held-in Kelownd, BC, the tripartite Transformative Change
Accord was signed by former Prime Ministet' Paul Martin, Premier Goidon
Campbelt and the members of the First. Nations Leadershtp Council, the
Government of Canada, and the. Province of British Columbia. The Accord
commits the parties toefforts to close the socio-gconomic gap between First

" Nations- and" other ‘British Columbians over thé next 10 years, reconcﬂe '

Aboriginal tifle and rights with Crown title, and establlshes a new relationship

" based on mutual respect and recogrntlon

In' August 2007 the Mln[ster of Indian Affalrs and Northern Development and

Minister of Abcriginal Relations and Recongiliation, commttted fo work with the -

First Nations- Leadership Council to- develop a trlparhte political accord to
address: Comprehensnve Claims (pohcy, fiscal resources and structure), Specn’ ic
Claims (policy, fiscal resources and structure) and quahty of life” issues (health
children. and families, fisheries, etc).

On September 13, 2007, the Umted Natrons Declaratlon on the Rights of

!ndlgenous Peoples (UNDRIP).was. adoptedat the UN General Assembly it. -
recognizes that indigenous peoples have a right of self-determination. under .
-intematiorialtaw; which includes rights to dutonomy in refation to interhal affairs, .

and rights to freely determine their polifical status and pursue economic, social
‘and cuitural development. The Declaration includes the following Arficles:
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RESOLUTION #0907 15 : ‘

.SUBJECT: = SUPPORTFORAFIRST NATIONS LEADERSHIP GOUNCIL “CHILD ATTHE
CENTRE” CHIEFS’ FORUM '

i.'. o Recognlzmg the right of indigenous families and communities to. retain
shared responsibility for the.upbringing; training, education and well-being
of their children; consistent with the tights of the chiid,

i - Indigenous peoples have the-collective rightto livein freedom peace and

: ' seclrity as. distinct peoples and shall not be subjected to any act of.

e ) = genocide or any other act of violence, including forcrbly removzng chr!dren-

i of the group to another group.

jii. States shall take effective measures and; whére appropnate special

' measures toensure continuing improvement of their economic and social
conditions. ~ Particular attention shall be pard to the rights and special
needs of indigenous elders, women, youth, chrldren and persons with
disabilities. : |

\'A States shall take measures, in conjunction, with mdrgenous peoples, to

~ ensure that indigenous women @nd ¢hildren enjoy the filll protection and,
guarantees agalnst all forms of vrolence and discrimination.
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E. To develop common, colléctive visions and action plans on various’ subjeots the First

"Nations Leadership Councrl has held forums whereby Chiefs can discuss, issues,

develop strategies andfinalize action plans to advance those issues (e.g, Mountain Pine
Beetle, Energy, Fisheries, Health and Justlce) .

F. - When Aboriginal organlzatrons first fi nally came together.in cooperation, itwas forthe. <.
benefit of oy children unider the Tsawwassen Accord. With the establishment of the | S
First Nations Leadership Council, the various political developments the adoption of the- .

o : UNDRIP, the progress toward Intérim Authority and ReglonalAborlgrna[Authontres and
Fem _ the explratlon and discussion of renewal of the. JAMC MOU - it is fitting that & First
Nations Action Plan be developed regarding Children and Families broadly to set ot -
a'vision, principles, key topics and actions for assisting First Natlons to address and

- advance issues related to chrldren and famllles

G. A “child atthe centre” approach to issues will help to promote greater cooperatron and
achlevement of progress among all partles ~ ; o

~THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED

o That the F_irst Nations Sumrnit Chiefs in Assembly direct:

e a. the Task Group to work with the other members of the First Nations Leadershlp
- e - Council to converie a “First Nations' Child at the Centre Chiefs’ Forum®” in fall

- 2007 to bring together Chrefsl[eaders along with key political and. technical B
partners, to review, dlSCUSS and finalize a First Nations Child at the Centre Action

Plan, which will set out a vision, prrnmples key topics and actions assisting First S
Natlons to, address and. advance issues related to children and families, pe
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PAGE FOUR : _ : -
RESOLUTION #0907.15 -
SUBJECT: SUPPORTFORAFIRST NATIONS LEADERSHIP couucn_ “CHILD AT THE

‘ CENTRE” CHIEFS’ FORUM

b. that the Forum follow the same format as previous First Nations Leadership
Council forums (i.e. information sharing, review and discussion of “Discussion
Paper’ prepared in advance, finalization of Discussion Paperintoan Actlon Plan,
and review and endorsement by Chlefs in Assembly), and T

c.  thafthe Task Group, working with other members ofthe FirstNations [Leadership
Council, seek resources to support this Forum.

MOVED BY: Chief Joe Tom, Hesquiaht First Nation - .
SECONDED BY: Chief Sophie Pierre, St. Mary's Band CT
DATE: September 28, 2007 '

A

Passed by consensus. .

ENDORSEDBY: <. . <=

Chief‘gd dith, Sayers:




